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KOSYGIN -- IRAQ/SYRIA 
INTRO: 

SOVIET PREHIER, ALEKSEY KOSYGI!H, ARRIVED IN BAGHDAD 
SATURDAY TO BEGIN A FOUR-DAY VISIT TO IRAQ. IT IS REPORTED HE WILL 
THEN VISIT SYRIA, FROM THE VOA MIDDLE EAST BUREAU, DAVID LENT 
EXAMINES SOVIET RELATIONS WITH THESE TO ARAB COUNTRIES. 

TEXT: 

PREIIER KOSYSIN HAS COME TO THE MIDDLE EAST TO RE-ASSERT THE 
SOVIET POSITION IN THE ARAB WORLD, THE SOVIET UNION*S POSITION HAS 
SUFFERED SINCE PRESIDEIMT ANWAR SADAT OF EGYPT EXPELLED SOVIET 
MILITARY ADVISERS FROM HIS COUNTRY FOUR YEARS AGO, It) VISITING 
IRAQ AND SYRIA, PREMIER KOSYGIN IS VISITING THE ARAB COUNTRIES 
WHICH HAVE REMAINED MOST FRIENDLY 7O THE SOVIET UNION. BUT SOVIET 
RELATIONS WITH EACH OF THEFi ARE NOT WITHOUT PROBLEMS - OR RATHER 
TRENDS THE SOVIET UNION OULD PROBABLY PREFER DIO NOT EXIST. 

HISTER KOSYGIN'S RETURN TO BAGHDAD COMES JUST FOUR YEARS 
AFTER HIS LAST VISIT THERE, WHEN HE SIGHED A SOVIET-IRAQI TREATY 
OF FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION. AT THAT TIME, IRAQ WAS FACING 
DIFFICULTIES~-GOTH FINANCIAL AND POLITICAL AND SOVIET SUPPORT WAS 
ESSENTIAL. THE BAGHDAD REGIME HAD JUST NATIONALIZED THE WESTERN 
CONSORTIUM IRAQ PETROLEUM COMPANY AND THE NATIONAL TREASURY WAS 
RUNNING SHORT OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE. ALSO, IRAQ WAS INVOLVED IN A 
CIVIL WAR WITH KURDISH REBELS AND IH A CONFRONTATION WITH IRAN. 

THIS IS ALL PAST HISTORY NCW. THE NATIONALIZATION OF OIL HAS 
MADE IPAQ RELATIVELY PROSPEROUS, THE CONFRONTATION WITH IRAN 
HAS ENDED AND WITH IT THE INSURRECTION BY THE KURDS. THUS--IRAQ HAS 
BECOME LESS DEPENDENT ON MOSCOW FOR BOTH FINANCIAL AND POLITICAL 


HELP. AT ONE POINT, MOSCOW IS REPORTED TO HAVE COMPLAINED THAT IRAQ 
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WAS AVARDING BIG CONTRACTS TO WESTERN CONPANIES TO THE EXCLUSION 
OF SOVIET ECONOHIC ORGANIZATIONS. WHEN PRENIER KOSYGIN MOVES ON 

TO DAHASCUS, HE WILL SE DEALIHG WIT A REGIE WHICH HAS--BY AND 
LARGE--itAIMNTAIHED GOOD RELATIONS WITH HOSCOW. BUT SYRIA HAS ALSO 
GECOME LESS DEPENDENT UPON THE SOVIET UNION. SYRIA MANAGED TO 

GET ADDITIONAL AND HORE SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS FROM THE SOVIET 
UNTON AFTER THE OCTOBER WAR WHILE EGYPT HAS COMPLAIHED THAT HOSCOW 
HAS REFUSTD TO RE-SUPPLY ITS ARNY OR EVEN SEND SPARE PARTS FOR 

THE WEAPONS IT ALREADY HAS. 

GUT SYRIA HAS NOT BEEN AS PLIANT AS HOSCOW HAY HAVE WISHED. 
UNLIKE EGYPT OR IRAQ, THE REGIE CF PRESIDENT HAFEZ AL~ASSAD HAS 
REFRAINED FROM CONCLUDING A TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION 
SETH THE SOVIET UNION, MORE SIGIHHIFICANT, PERHAPS, TO THE WEAKENING 
OF SYRIAN=SOVIET TIES HAS BEEN) PRESIDENT AL-ASSAD'S CULTIVATION OF 
CONSERVATIVE OIL-RICH ARAB STATES, ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO SYRIA 
FROM THE ARAB OIL STATES HAS LESSENED SYRIA'S DEPENDENCE ON 
SOVIET ALD, THERE IS ALSG EVIDSHCE THAT MOSCOW HAS BEEN UNHAPPY 
ABOUT SYRIA'S TRVOLVEMENT IN LEBANON, ARTICLES I:! SOVIET HIEDIA HAVE 
SUPPORTED CALLS CY LEGANESE LEFTIST LEADER, KAMAL JUMBLATT FOR A 
JOINT ARAD MITTIATIVE IN LEGANON TO SUPPLANT SYRIA'S ROLE. THERE 
HAVE ALSO DSEEI! REPORTS OF FRICTION BETVEEH THE SYRIAN REGIE AND TH 
SYRIAN COMNUHIST PARTY WHICH IS SOVIET ORIENTED. ALL THESE DIFF- 
ICULTIES ARE BOUND TO BURDEN TifE SOVIET-SYRIAN RELATIONSHIP, 
RELATIONSHIPS ARE CHANGING RAPIDLY THESE DAYS IR THE ARAB WORLD, 
MOSCOW'S RELATIONS WITH ITS CLOSEST ARAB FRIENDS HAVE NOT BEEN 
SPARED. 
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